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Washington Monument

The Art of 
Social Protest
On August 28, 1963, an 

estimated 250,000 people 

gathered at the Washington 

Monument to demonstrate 

against racial discrimination 

and for freedom and equality. 

This protest, the March on 

Washington, was the largest 

public demonstration held 

in the nation’s capital at the 

time. Protesters peacefully 

marched across the Mall to 

the Lincoln Memorial, where 

Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. gave his most famous 

speech. One year later, the 

Civil Rights Act prohibiting racial discrimination was passed.

Orator
Below is an excerpt from Dr. King’s “I have a dream” speech.  Divide 

the speech into parts within your team and take turns reciting it for 

your Course Leader.  Focus on effectiveness, sincerity, and power to 

convince.

Signs of the Times: Notable National Mall Protests

Can you determine the cause and group of people each of these 

protest signs represents?

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the 

true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of 

former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able 

to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state 

sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of 

oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 

justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 

nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin 

but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

Fort De Soto
Fort De Soto was named after Hernando De 
Soto, a Spanish explorer in the 1500s. De Soto 
arrived at Tampa Bay on May 30, 1539, with 
10 ships and over 600 soldiers, explorers, and 
priests. He and his large expedition trekked 
through the swampy regions of Florida and 
southeastern North America looking for gold 
and silver and engaging in brutal conflicts with 
the natives. De Soto died in 1542 and was 

buried on the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Fort De Soto, named in his 
honor wasn’t constructed until 1898, 
over 300 years after his death. The 
map shows De Soto’s daring passage 
through unfamiliar terrain. 
Think of yourself as an explorer of 
Florida’s still-wild lands. Many of 
the places you will visit have been 
preserved in their natural state 
through limited human interaction.

Barrier islands
Exotic Species

De Soto introduced exotic (nonnative) species to North America. Draw a line from each animal that De Soto brought to America and its effect on Florida. 

Although introducing new species can have profound and sometimes disastrous effects on ecosystems, it is an unavoidable result of exploration, colonization, and even modern travel. How have these species changed America? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

1. HORSES A. Reduced vegetation, uprooted seedlings, less forest 
diversity, but comes with a delicious meat source.

2. BLOODHOUNDS B. Typhus and bubonic plague

3. PIGS C. Swift travel, communication, and military conquest

4. MULES D. Contaminated food, particularly grain and seed

5. RATS E. Hunters found their best friend

6. MICE F.  Pastures and easier farming
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Fort De Soto: True or False?

___ The fort has the only two guns left from the 
year 1898 in the United States.

___  was one of the naval forces created to protect 
Tampa Bay during the Spanish American War. 

___ Mullet Island was not discovered until the 1700s. 

___ It was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1977 because of its role in the 
development of modern weaponry.

___  It was the site of many major battles.

___  It was used by Union Troops during the Civil War.

___  During WWII, the island was used for bombing 
practice by the pilot who dropped the bomb

 on Hiroshima.
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