


Explore the aquatic 
wonders of Florida

Come experience the underwater world of Florida!  You 
and your friends will have an unforgettable, action-packed 
adventure as you swim among gentle manatees, kayak
along the mangroves, and snorkel down the shore.  This will 
be a once-in-a-lifetime experience filled with new places, 
awesome activities, beautiful scenery, and exotic wildlife. 

The adventure of a 
lifetime

“In Florida, it is hands-on all the time, and it 
is just great because this is how I learn.”
– Alli, Student



The Gulf Coast of Florida has a diverse range of ecosystems for 
you to discover, including wetlands, estuaries, swamps, and 
prairies. Explore a working laboratory at the Mote Marine Lab, 
a world-leading shark research center.  

Throughout your journey, you will see everything from pristine 
beaches and natural springs to prehistoric sharks’ teeth in this 
underwater wonderland.  Traveling with your friends has never 
been like this. You get to share new experiences and learn new 
things in one of the most magnificent places on earth!

Enjoy a place alive with 
wildlife, biodiversity, and 
unique experiences
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Blending fun and 
education into an 

unforgettable adventure

Test the fresh waters as you snorkel amid the diverse wildlife 
in Rainbow River. Check out the prehistoric sharks’ teeth being 
released as the limestone caverns erode. 

Participate in a shark dissection, snorkel in crystal clear water, 
and kayak through Fort DeSoto State Park. Discover amazing 
wildlife and diverse habitats while snorkeling in the Crystal 
Springs Preserve, a natural spring-fed reserve. 

Suit up and dive in to the warm waters of Crystal River as 
Florida’s favorite endangered species, the manatees, surface 
all around you. 
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Far more than a 

typical trip to Florida

Interact with conservationists in the manatee hospital at 
Lowry Park Zoo and learn about the steps that are being taken 
to protect and save these giant, gentle creatures. 

Spend the evening relaxing with your friends at gorgeous 
Lido Beach on the Gulf Coast. Hike along the nature trails 
of Homosassa Springs State Wildlife Park. Get up close and 
personal with the Bengal tigers, hippos, and crocodiles at the 
incredible attractions in Busch Gardens® Tampa Bay. 

“Our trip was incredible and far surpassed my 
expectations.”
– Annie, Teacher
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Inspire your child’s personal growth
Some students are forever changed the moment they set foot in such an exotic area. For others, 
the defining moment is traveling on an airplane or being away from home for the first time. For all 
students, travel is a transformative experience.

Your child will form new friendships, grow as an individual, and maybe even discover an unknown 
passion for science and the environment. With our unique, thematic approach to education, we are 
able to reach all types of learners. We integrate a variety of educational tools with hands-on activities 
to make classroom lessons a reality. 

A message
to parents

“In the classroom, my students always ask me, ‘Why do I need to know 
this?’ After our trip with WorldStrides, they don’t ask that question.  
They understand the ‘why’ and are hungry to learn more.”
– Tom, Teacher

Discover more about WorldStrides 4



$New scholarships bring adventure within reach
We believe that every child should have access to the wonder of educational travel. To 
support this vision, $1 million in FLAG Scholarship funding is available for families with 
an annual adjusted gross income (AGI) up to $85,000. The FLAG Scholarship application 
process is completely confidential and simple enough to complete in minutes. Contact our 
Customer Service team at 1-800-468-5899 for more details or to submit an application. 
Thousands of families will receive travel assistance this year, making it easy to say “yes” to 
the learning adventure of a lifetime!

Earn free high school credit
Not only will this program to Florida change your child’s life forever, it will help to jump-start a bright 
academic future. All WorldStrides programs follow the curriculum recommended by national and state 
standards. Your child may earn high school credit through our online Discovery for Credit program 
and return to the classroom a step ahead. Take advantage of this opportunity to advance your child’s 
education. Learn more on MyTrip at www.worldstrides.org. 

Broaden your child’s horizons 
When students travel to Florida on our programs, they leave the classroom to experience learning in 
an entirely unique way. Expert Course Leaders (guides) stimulate critical thinking and will challenge 
your child to see the significance of their surroundings. In addition, your child will receive a Discovery 
Journal full of photos, trivia, site information, and thought-provoking questions designed specifically 
for the program. For many students who’ve traveled with us, the experience has influenced coursework, 
college studies, and even careers. 

5



The 
WorldStrides 

Difference

Experience and integrity 
A middle school teacher founded WorldStrides more than 40 
years ago, and since then we have facilitated programs for 
more than four million participants. WorldStrides employs over 
400 travel and education professionals, many of them former 
educators, who are experts in educational student travel.

Safe and Secure
WorldStrides’ unparalleled safety record is proof that the 
security of our travelers is our first priority. Our unique safety 
network and preventive measures provide peace of mind for 
you and your child 24 hours a day.

·	 Local presence: Participants can reach a local 
WorldStrides staff member 24 hours a day while 
traveling by using a toll-free number. This guarantees 
an enjoyable and safe experience for each participant.

·	 Identification and orientation: Throughout the 
program, all participants carry identification badges with 
WorldStrides’ emergency toll-free number and contact 
information. 

·	 Preparedness: In accordance with U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security recommendations, WorldStrides has 
a detailed contingency plan, which is reviewed by local 
planning officials. 

·	 Sundown safeguard: WorldStrides provides Night 
Chaperones who ensure the safety and security of all 
participants by monitoring hotel hallways from late 
evening to early morning hours.

·	 Doctors on Call Program:  WorldStrides has a 
partnership with The George Washington University 
Department of Emergency Medicine. This partnership 
gives us access to doctors who are available 24 hours a 
day to provide phone consultations for traveling students, 
parents, and teachers. The doctors will evaluate the 
situation, injury, or illness over the phone and make 
recommendations for treatment accordingly. 
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Beyond Classroom Walls
Educators and parents have a high level of confidence in WorldStrides because of our unique 
accredited status. When you register for one of our programs, you enroll your child in a travel 
study school recognized by multiple regional accrediting bodies throughout the nation. Your child 
could earn free high school credit through our Discovery for Credit program. 

Passionate and Professional
WorldStrides team members are committed to providing the highest level of service to ensure 
a fun, educational, and unforgettable travel experience. We maintain valued relationships with 
partner companies who share our commitment to safety and delivering quality programs.

Nationally recognized brands
·	 Quality hotels: Marriott, Hampton Inn, Hilton, Sheraton, Holiday Inn, or comparable.
·	 Regularly scheduled flights on major airlines: American Airlines, AirTran Airways, United 

Airlines, US Airways, Delta, Southwest Airlines, or comparable.
Experienced and trained on-site staff members and partners

·	 Course Leaders (guides) are trained by our Director of Education, Amy Westby, through 
on-site visits, classroom seminars, and literature.

·	 Motorcoach Drivers with years of experience are familiar with your destination.
Constant evaluation and improvement

·	 WorldStrides’ staff and our travelers continuously evaluate all components of our programs 
to maintain high quality standards. 

An inclusive travel package
Your child’s program price covers round-trip transportation,* hotel accommodations (quad 
occupancy) for all participants, a WorldStrides Course Leader, admissions, educational activities 
and tools, all meals (unless otherwise stated in your registration letter), evening activities, and 
safety and security features, including personal accident and dental insurance.
*Fees for checked luggage are the responsibility of each traveler. 
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